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There is no such thing as a 'natural' disaster,  
only natural hazard	  

•  Natural hazards include earthquakes, floods, droughts, 
cyclones, and other natural processes or phenomena 
that may cause loss of life, health impacts, or other 
disruptions and damages to a community!

•  A disaster happens when such hazards affect a 
community that is ill-prepared to cope with the impacts!

•  The most important step, therefore, is to build a 
community’s capacity to deal with the impacts of a 
disaster and build preparedness well in advance!



The Disaster Risk Management Cycle"



ShelterBox provides rapid delivery of emergency shelter and lifesaving 
supplies to families around the world who have been made homeless by 
disasters."

Warehouse at ShelterBox HQ!

What does ShelterBox do?"



Natural catastrophes 2011"
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14.9 million people were internally displaced 
throughout the world due to natural disasters in 2011  
 
89% of the displacement occurred in Asia!



Civil War Syria"



•  4 million Syrian people have fled their homes and are trapped 
inside the country (internally displaced people)!

•   Over half a million are children!
•  1.2 million people have fled to neighbouring countries, along with 

thousands of Palestinian and Iraqi refugees who had been living in 
Syria (refugees)!

•  Most are living in cold, damp and cramped conditions across Syria, 
Jordan, Lebanon, Iraq and Turkey in flimsy makeshift shelters with 
no heating, electricity or hot water. !

•  They are ill-equipped to cope with the harsh winter climate as many 
left their homes with little or no belongings. !

•  Many are injured from continuous bombing and shelling. !
•  They have no regular food and no income.!

Civil War Syria"



Internal displaced persons, i.e. people forced to flee their 
home but remain in their country, are not protected by 
international law or eligible to receive many types of aid!
!

Typhoon Bopha, Philippines, December 2012!



ShelterBox Vision"

Pakistan, August 2010!

Is of a world where everyone made homeless by 
disaster has access to the shelter and basic 
equipment they need to survive. !



The green ShelterBoxes are 
full of lifesaving equipment.!

!

ShelterBox prides itself in 
reacting quickly."

ShelterBox Response Teams 
accompany the boxes to 
ensure they reach those 
most in need."

Democratic Republic of Congo!

What does ShelterBox do?"



ShelterBox’s mission"

To rapidly deliver shelter, warmth and dignity to 
families made homeless by disasters worldwide.!

ShelterBox tents in Haiti 2010!
	  



Values"

Innovation !
!
Speed!
!
Collaboration!
!
Accountability!

Solar Lights in Turkey, November 2011!
	  



ShelterBox was founded in 
2000 by Tom Henderson 
OBE"

How it started"

26 December 2004, Boxing 
Day tsunami "

The first consignment of 143 
boxes was sent in to Gujarat 
in January 2001!

Haiti 2010!

The Boxing Day Tsunami 
response 2004!



What’s in the Box"



The ShelterBox disaster relief tent"

At the heart of every ShelterBox is a disaster relief tent for a large family 
that becomes more than a simple shelter; it becomes a home."



The box has its other uses too… "

Thailand, October 2011!



Where we’ve worked"



Shelterbox Deployments 2013"





‘It's my fourteenth ShelterBox deployment and I have never 
seen so many people forced to live in such horrific conditions. !
I have been to Africa, Asia and South America and haven't 
come across such hardships. I don't know how families are 
surviving in this extremely cold weather under bits of plastic. 
It's wet and icy. Many children are ill with respiratory problems 
from the damp. !
They are in desperate need of shelter and warmth.' !
	  
SRT	  member	  Phil	  Duloy	  (UK),	  Beirut,	  Lebanon.	  	  

Civil War in Syria"



Challenges in Syria Aid"
Millions of people in desperate need are not receiving enough 
humanitarian assistance. Some areas have had very little aid or none at 
all. !
The biggest constraints:!
•  Insecurity: 15 aid workers in Syria have lost their lives in the past two 

years. !
•  Access: Control of access routes shifts continually with the fighting. 

Agencies sometimes have to negotiate more than 20 checkpoints for 
one journey, with each negotiation taking time. It only takes one 
checkpoint to refuse passage for the entire aid delivery to be halted. !

•  Scale: There are also few organisations with the skills and systems in 
place in Syria to respond to the massive scale of needs. !

•  Politics: Some Syrian agencies delivering assistance have strong 
political affiliations with one side of the conflict, representing a 
challenge to the principles of humanity and impartiality, which are 
essential to reach those most in need.!

Save	  the	  Children,	  March	  2013	  



Shelterbox response in Syria"
•  Syria, Dec 2012: provided winter kits (incl. blankets, groundsheets, 

water carriers, stoves, jerry cans, hats, gloves, scarfs) to all 710 
families living at Al-Salameh camp, enabling them to keep warm and 
safe. !

•  Iraq, Nov 2012: distributed 500 winterised ShelterBox disaster relief 
tents with other aid designed for cold conditions, bringing shelter and 
warmth to 500 families living at Domiz refugee camp. !

•  Lebanon: We are the first aid agency to distribute tents to Syrian 
refugees in Lebanon with the permission of the Lebanese Government. 
ShelterBox Response Teams (SRTs) are there working with multiple 
implementing partners across various hubs to deliver much needed 
emergency shelter to vulnerable families in need.!

•  Jordan: distributed 35 winterised ShelterBoxes along the Syrian border 
providing a rest area for newly arriving Syrian refugee families. An SRT 
is looking at doing more similar distributions working with the border 
guards.!



Abdulla,	  5,	  (r)	  and	  Mohammad,	  4	  stand	  in	  the	  makeshi9	  tented	  community	  in	  Lebanon's	  Beka'a	  
valley	  that	  has	  become	  home	  to	  around	  150	  families	  Photo:	  Sam	  Tarling/Save	  the	  Children	  



Bassam	  Shebab,	  his	  wife	  and	  family	  with	  their	  ShelterBox	  tent,	  Lebanon,	  March	  2013	  

Safe havens"



The bigger picture"

•  Shelterbox – first response to help directly after a 
disaster – one piece of the puzzle!

•  We cannot prevent ‘natural disasters’ but we can build 
disaster preparedness!



How	  YOU	  can	  help	  

TALK	  

CREATE	   HAVE	  FUN	  

INVOLVE	  

COOPERATE	  
ASK	  

LEAD	  

BE	  RESOURCEFUL	  

COMMIT	  



IDEAS?	  
	  
Check:	  www.youngshelterbox.org	  





	  
	  

Volunteers"

ShelterBox Response Teams (SRT) 
assess the need and distribute boxes 
on the ground.!

Warehouse Volunteers are on hand to 
pack boxes.!

Volunteer Speakers represent 
ShelterBox.!



Partnerships  
"

The	  Scouts	  Associabon	  

Rotary – A Rotary Project Partner!

Other humanitarian aid agencies"

ShelterBox	  Affiliates	  



INTERACT	  

• Rotary	  Internabonal’s	  service	  club	  for	  young	  people	  
	  ages	  12	  to	  18.	  	  
• Interact	  clubs	  are	  sponsored	  by	  individual	  Rotary	  clubs,	  but	  they	  
are	  self-‐governing	  and	  self-‐supporbng.	  
• Each	  year,	  Interact	  clubs	  complete	  at	  least	  two	  community	  service	  
projects,	  one	  of	  which	  furthers	  internabonal	  understanding	  and	  
goodwill.	  	  

• Developing	  leadership	  skills	  and	  personal	  integrity	  
• Demonstrabng	  helpfulness	  and	  respect	  for	  others	  
• Understanding	  the	  value	  of	  individual	  responsibility	  and	  hard	  work	  
• Advancing	  internabonal	  understanding	  and	  goodwill	  

• more	  than	  10,700	  clubs	  in	  109	  countries	  



	  	  

The Future"

Our goal is to be providing emergency shelter for 50,000 families every year.!


